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THE SPIRIT OF
AUROVILLE

EXHIBITION







. KARMA YOGA

Auroville wants to be the bridge

between the past and the future.

Taking advantage of all discoveries Thou hast a right to action, but only to action, not to its fruits;

. . . o let not the fruits of thy works be thy motive
from without and from within,

_ _ _ neither let there be 1 thee any attachment to mactivity.
Auroville will boldly spring

towards future realisations Fixed in Yoga do thy actions, having abandoned attachment,

having become equal 1n failure and success, O Dhananjaya,

for 1t 1s equality that 1s meant by Yoga.

IV One whose mtelligence has attaimned to Union,
Auroville will be a site of cast away from him even here both good doing and evil doing;
material and spiritual researches therefore strive to be m Yoga; Yoga 1s skill in works.
for a living embodiment Bhagavad Gita

of an actual human unity.




Liihit not sacrifice to the giving up'of earthly goods

: or the demal of some desires and yearnings,
but let every thought and every work and every enjoyment
: be an offering to God within thee.
~ Let thy steps. walk in thy Lord,
let thy sleep and Waklng be a sacrlﬁce to Krishna.




THE DIVINE WORKER

The heavens beyond are great and
wonderful, but greater and more
wonderful are the heavens within you. It 1s

these Edens that await the divine worker.
[ |

Auroville 1s created to realise the 1deal of Sr1
Aurobimdo who taught us the Karma Yoga.
Auroville 1s for those who want to do the
yoga of work. To hive in Auroville, means to
do the yoga of work. So all Aurovilians must

/:r“,

take up a work and do it as Yoga.







AT THE SERVICE
OF THE DIVINE

By disinterested work 1s usually meant work done for the
sake of the work or for the sake of others without asking for
return, reward or personal fruit or recompense; but in Yoga
it means desireless work done for the Divine as an offering
without condiion or claim—only because 1t 1s the Divine's

Will or out of love for the Divine.

When we say “We are at the service of the Divine”, 1t 1s not
just words. It 1s He who should act through us, not we our-
selves. The greatest objection 1s: How can we know the divine
Will?  But as a matter of fact, I tell you: if you sincerely

renounce your personal will, you will know.
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UNENDING EDUCATION

THE SCIENCE OF LIVING

TO KNOW ONESELF
AND TO CONTROL ONESELF

An aimless life 1s always a miserable life. Every one of you
should have an aim. But do not forget that on the quality
of your aim will depend the quality of your life. Your aim
should be high and wide, generous and disinterested;
this will make your life precious to yourself and to others.
But whatever your 1deal, 1t cannot be perfectly realised

unless you have realised perfection in yourself.
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LIFE, A FIELD FOR PROGRESS

Life on earth 1s essentially a field for progress; how short
life 1s for all the progress we have to make! To waste time
seeking the gratification of one’s petty desires is sheer folly.

True happiness can be attained only by finding the Divine.
[

Education to be complete must have five principal aspects
corresponding to the five principal activities of the human
being: the physical, the vital, the mental, the psychic and
the spiritual. Usually, these phases of education follow
chronologically the growth of the individual; this, however,
does not mean that one of them should replace another,
but that all must continue, completing one another until

the end of his life.
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True education must reveal what 1s already present
in the developing beings and make 1t blossom.
Just as flowers blossom 1n the sun, children blossom 1n joy.
[t goes without saying that joy does not mean
weakness, disorder and confusion,
but a lumimous kindliness which encourages the good
and does not severely 1nsist on the bad.

Grace 1s always much closer to Truth than justice.
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AYOUTH THAT NEVER AGES

Auroville has been created for those who want to progress,
their own progress. This 1s written for each one; each one 1s

concerned with himself first.

PROGRESS

Sincerity, humility, perseverance and an msatiable thirst for
progress are essential for a happy and efficient life and above
all to be convinced that the possibility of progress 1s without

limit. Progress 1s youth; one can be young at a hundred years.
O J ’ J S J
|
School 1s just a preparation to make the students capable of
thinking, studying, progressing and becoming intelligent if
they can—all that must be done during the entire life and not

only i school.
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A KINGDOM OF GOD

The dynamic side of the spiritual urge has not been
absent,— the aspration to a spiritual mastery and
mutation of Nature, to a spiritual perfection of the
being, a divinisation of the mind, the heart and the very
body: there has even been the dream or a psychic
prevision of a fulfilment exceeding the mdividual
transformation, a new earth and heaven, a city of God,
a divine descent upon earth, a reign of the spiritually
perfect, a kingdom of God not only within us but

outside, 1n a collective human life.
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A BRIDGE BETWLEEN
THE PAST AND THE FUTUREL

The Divine we seek 1s not far away and beyond reach: He les at
the very core of His creation and what He expects from us is to
find Him and, through personal transformation, become capable
of knowing Him, uniting with Him, and finally manifesting Him

consciously.
[

Auroville 1s mtended to hasten the advent of the supramental
reality upon earth. The help of all those who find that the world 1s
not what 1t ought to be 1s welcome. Each one must know 1f he
wants to associate himself with an old world on the verge of death,

or to work for a new and better world preparing to be born.

%M,
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THE BIRTH OF A NEW WORLD

We are now witnessing the birth of a new world; 1t 1s very young, very
weak—not 1n 1ts essence but mn 1ts outer manifestation—not yet recog-
nised, not even felt, denied by the majority. But 1t 1s here. It 1s here,
making an effort to grow, absolutely sure of the result. But the road to
it 1s a completely new road which has never before been traced
out—nobody has gone there, nobody has done that. It 1s a beginning, a
universal beginning. So, 1t 1s an absolutely unexpected and unpredict-
able adventure. There are people who love adventure. It 1s these I call,
and I tell them thas: I mvite you to the great adventure. It 1s not a ques-
tion of repeating spiritually what others have done before us, for our
adventure begins beyond that... If that interests you... well, let us
embark. What will happen to you tomorrow—I have no idea. One
must put aside all that has been foreseen, all that has been devised, all

that has been constructed, and then... set off walking mto the

unknown. And—come what may! / o
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A CENTRE OF
ACCELERATED EVOLUTION

For thousands of years we have been developing outer
means, outer mstruments, outer techniques for living—and
m the end those means and techniques are crushing us.
The sign of the new humanity 1s a reversal of perspective
and the understanding that the mner means, mmner
knowledge and mner techniques can change the world
and master 1t without crushing it. Auroville 1s the place
where the new way of life 1s being worked out, 1t 1s a centre
of accelerated evolution where man must begin to change

his world by means of the power of the mner spint.
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Auroville wants to be a universal town
where men and women of all countries are able
to live 1 peace and progressive harmony,
above all creeds, all politics and all nationalities.

The purpose of Auroville 1s to realise human unity.

Auroville wants to be the first realisation of human

unity based on the teaching of Sr1 Aurobindo.




THE SOUL DISCOVERY

The progress of Life involves the development and interlocking of
an immense number of things that are m conflict with each other
and seem often to be absolute oppositions and contraries. To find
amid these oppositions some principle or standing-ground of unity,
some workable lever of reconciliation which will make possible a
larger and better development on a basis of harmony and not of
conflict and struggle, must be mcreasingly the common aim of
humanity mn 1its active hife-evolution, 1f 1t at all means to rise out of
life's more confused, painful and obscure movement, out of the
compromises made by Nature with the ignorance of the ILife-mind
and the nescience of Matter. This can only be truly and satisfacto-
rily done when the soul discovers itself 1n its highest and completest
spiritual reality and effects a progressive upward transformation of

its Iife-values mto those of the spirit...
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THE AUROVILLE SYMBOL

The dot at the centre represents

the Unity, the Supreme.

The mner circle represents

the creation, the conception of the city.

The petals represent

the power of expression, the realisation.

A DREAM OF THE DIVINEL

“Even 1f you don't believe 1n 1t,
even 1f all circumstances appear to be quite unfavorable,
I KNOW THAT AUROVILLE WILL BE.
It may be mn a hundred years,
it may be 1 a thousand years, I don't know,

but Auroville will be, because 1t has been decreed."

You say Auroville 1s a dream.

Yes, 1t 1s a ‘dream’ of the Lord

and generally these ‘dreams’

turn out to be true, much more true

than the human so-called realities!




A DREAM

There should be somewhere on earth a place which no nation
could claim as 1ts own, where all human beings of goodwill
who have a sincere aspiration could hive freely as citizens of the
world and obey one single authority, that of the supreme truth;
a place of peace, concord and harmony where all the fighting
instincts of man would be used exclusively to conquer the
causes of his sufferings and muiseries, to surmount his weak-
nesses and ignorance, to triumph over his limitations and
incapacities; a place where the needs of the spirit and the
concern for progress would take precedence over the satisfac-
tion of desires and passions, the search for pleasure and mate-

rial enjoyment.

In this place, children would be able to grow and develop
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lord; individual worth would have a far greater importance than

that of material wealth and social standing.

There, work would not be a way to earn one's iving but a way
to express onesell and to develop one's capacities and possibili-
ties while being of service to the community as a whole, which,
for its own part, would provide for each individual's subsistence
and sphere of action. In short, it would be a place where
human relationships, which are normally based almost exclu-
sively on competition and strife, would be replaced by relation-
ships of emulation 1n doing well, of collaboration and real

brotherhood.



THE FOUR ZONES THE AUROVILLE GALAXY

The four zones of the city The Galaxy plan designed by Roger Anger

designed by The Mother and approved by The Mother
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TO BE A TRUE AUROVILIAN

1. The first necessity 1s the mner discovery in order to know what
one truly 1s behind social, moral, cultural, racial and hereditary
appearances. At the centre there 1s a free being, vast and knowing,
who awaits our discovery and who ought to become the active centre

of our being and our life in Aurowille.

2. One lives in Auroville mn order to be free from moral and social
conventions; but this freedom must not be a new slavery to the ego,
to 1ts desires and ambitions. The fulfilment of one's desires bars the
way to the mner discovery which can only be achieved m the peace

and transparency of perfect disinterestedness.

3. The Aurovilian should lose the sense of personal possession. For our
passage m the material world, what 1s mdispensable to our life and to our
action 1s put at our disposal according to the place we must occupy. The
more we are consciously m contact with our inner being, the more are the

exact means given to us.

49



l. Work, even manual work, 1s something mdispensable for the mner
discovery. If one does not work, 1f one does not put his consciousness

into matter, the latter will never develop.







A RACE WITHOUT EGO

Now 1s the time to be heroic. Heroism 1s not what
people say, 1t 1s to be completely united—and the divine
help will always be with those who have, 1n all sincenty,
resolved to be heroic. You are here now, I mean on
earth, because you once chose to be—you don't remem-
ber 1t, but I know; that's why you are here. Well, you
must stand up to the task. You must make an effort,
you must conquer pettiness and himitations, and above
all tell the ego: your time 1s over. We want a race with-
out ego, with the divine consciousness n place of the
ego. That's what we want: the divine consciousness,
which will enable the race to develop and the

supramental being to be born.
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AUROVILLE BRIEF HISTORY

At the mauguration ceremony of Auroville on 28th February 1968,
representatives of 124 countries and 23 Indian States placed a
handful of earth from their homelands n a lotus-shaped urn at the

centre of the future city, in a symbolic gesture of human unity.

Once a barren plateau of largely red earth, and thanks to the untir-
ing tree-planting efforts of the first pioneers, Auroville has been
transformed mto a lush green landscape m which the city progres-
sively begins to take shape. It radiates out from 1ts centre, the Peace
Area with Matrimandir, imto four zones—the International,
Cultural, Residential and Industrial—each focusing on an important
aspect of community life. A Green Belt will surround the entire

city area.

Auroville 1s an expanding community of about 2800 permanent
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residents from some 55 countries mcluding India, as well as a
moving population of volunteers and interns, located in more than

hundred settlements scattered over some 20 square kilometers.

The residents are engaged 1 a wide range of activities, mcluding
research mto a cashless economy, environmental regeneration,
organic farming, renewable energy, appropriate building technol-
ogy, village development, handicrafts and small-scale industries,
health care, education, cross-cultural communication and many

other fields.

A major source of employment for the 60,000 mhabitants of the
local wvillages, Aurowville works closely with them to improve their

infrastructure and provide education and health care.

In 1988, the Government of India passed the Auroville

Foundation Act "with a view to making long-term arrangements for
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